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Curfew law set for KCMO

A new law in Kansas City, 
Missouri has set a 9:00 p.m. 
curfew for teenagers under 18 in 
certain entertainment districts.  

Sly James, the mayor of 
Kansas City and the city council 
passed a new law on Aug. 18 
that prohibits teenagers under 
18 from the following areas after 
9:00 p.m., unless accompanied 
by an adult:

The Country Club Plaza
Westport
Downtown Kansas City,              

         Missouri
18 and Vine
Zona Rosa

For area mother Wendy 
Melland, this curfew was a wel-
come change. 

“The kids might not like it, 
but I think it’s wonderful,” Mel-
land said. 

Melland is a mother of three 
that lives within a few miles of 
the Country Club Plaza and 
visits there often. Once she was 
with her husband at a Plaza res-
taurant and was horrified by the 
things she saw. 

“There was a parade of 
drag cars just cruising down the 
street, blasting music and they 
seemed to be picking up random 
girls on the street,” she said.

The sounds of the street 
music have been replaced by po-
lice officers having to physically 
take down and arrest trouble-
makers on the street.

“I was absolutely horrified 
at what I saw,” Melland said.

 Theology teacher Mary 

Ann Hilgers, however, said the 
curfew is unfair.

“The kids who make good 
decisions shouldn’t be punished 
for the few who make bad deci-
sions,” she said.

Hilgers said that passing a 
law in order to stop the problem 
is not the right way to go about 
the problem.  The problem lies 
in the kids’ home life, and the 
government shouldn’t step in 
when the problem is at home. 

“These kids need to be dealt 
with individually,” Hilgers said. 
“The government should not 
punish an entire group for the 
actions of a few individuals.”

Regardless of the new cur-
few, Melland is still unsure about 
the safety of her kids. The Plaza 
is one of her son’s favorite spots 
to hang out with his friends but 
now she encourages him to find 
somewhere else to hang out.

“Honestly, I would rather 

drive him out to Town Center,” 
Melland said.

This new law will be in 
effect from Memorial Day 
weekend to the last Sunday in 
September. Elsewhere in Kansas 
City, Missouri the curfew is 
10:00 p.m. for those under 15, 
and 11:00 p.m. for 16 and 17 year 
olds. 

During the rest of the year, 
the old law of an 11:00 p.m. cur-
few on weeknights and midnight 
on weekends will still be in ef-
fect. The curfew for the suburbs 
of Kansas City, such as Olathe, 
Overland Park and Gardner, still 
remain the same as they have 
been.

Breaking the curfew could 
result in the parents or guardians 
of the offender receiving up to a 
$500 fine. When caught break-
ing the curfew by the police, the 
offender will be arrested and 
brought to Brush Creek Com-
munity Center, where they will 
wait for their parents to pick 
them up.

Exceptions still remain for 
work, school and church activi-
ties.

Hilgers also does not agree 
with the punishment for break-
ing the curfew being a fine for 
the parents. She said a lot of 
these kids come from families 
that are at an economic disad-
vantage and it’s not right to take 
more money from these parents.

One of the concerns is that 
this new law will cause people to 
hang out somewhere else than 
the Country Club Plaza and oth-
er entertainment districts. This 

new law is not meant 
to discourage patrons 
from hanging out at the 
Country Club Plaza 
and other entertainment 
districts. It actually is 
quite the opposite.

“They’re not trying 
to discourage people 

from coming down (To the 
Country Club Plaza), they’re 
just trying to make it safe for 
everybody.” Melland said. 

Yet, questions have arisen 
as to if the curfew will actually 
work.

“Maybe, but I doubt it,” 
Hilgers said. “These kids are 
used to breaking rules, so this 
new one won’t affect them.”

While this new law may not 
be popular with the kids it af-
fects, some parents welcome it.

“We are happy with the law 
for the safety of everyone at the 
Plaza,” Melland said. “But we are 
very sad that it had to come to 
this.”  g

BEN GARTLAND
Reporter

Teenagers now are prohibit-
ed from certain areas on the 
Plaza because of curfew law.

“The kids might not like it 
but I think it’s wonderful.”

- Wendy Melland
Missouri resident

StuCo sends class 
info through texts

One of the many changes to 
Saint Thomas Aquinas this year 
is the class texts. The process is 
simple, just text the number of 
the class to 850-562-8398. Part 
of the reasoning behind this is 
to better communicate with the 
student body and to send out 
information for things such as 
snow days and class events.  

The new form of school 
communication began last spring 
with the staff. It worked so well 
that when the executive student 
council asked for a way to better 
communicate with the student 
body, it was suggested. 

“We wanted to contact ev-
eryone,” Student Council Presi-
dent Emily Wheeler said. “There 
was a big issue with people not 
participating.”

The system was set up 
recently, with the numbers of the 
different classes appearing on the 
video screens. 

“We used the system for 
freshmen day,” Student Services 
Principal Mike Sullivan said. “We 

reminded them to bring money.”
Overall, this system is poised 

to be extremely helpful to the 
school. There will most likely be 
no more confusion about things. 
For those whose parents like to 
be involved, there is a number 
especially for them. 

“I do like it,” Wheeler said. 
“We will reach more people 
because of it.”

The system works because 
of the company Text Bandit. If 
the class officers have something 
they need to say, they will text 
the class moderator, who will 
then send the message to the 
computer system. 

 As Sullivan expressed, 
“(Texting) is a form of commu-
nication for this generation.” 

Although the new system 
will reach many people, some 
people still prefer the older way 
of this system. 

“I prefer my old phone,” 
Senior Class President Brogan 
Moroney said. “Only about 50 
percent of the class has signed up 
and I have about 80 percent on 
my phone.”

Wheeler likes the new sys-
tem but will sometimes use the 
older way.

“(If I had something I 
needed out quickly) I’d tweet it,” 
Wheeler said. “It’s too hard to go 
through the moderator ahead of 
time.” g

MEGAN LUCAS
Features Editor

The new way of  com-
munication allows Student 
Council to send information 
quickly to students.

Phone Numbers for Class Texts

Freshmen- text “STA15” to 850-562-8398
Sophomores- text “STA14” to 850-562-8398

Juniors- text “STA13” to 850-562-8398
Seniors- text “STA12” to 850-562-8398

Parents- text Weather to 850-562-8398



Student Council is offer-
ing all Saint Thomas Aquinas 
students a chance to “Become 
Legendary” this year, by simply 
raising their voices.

On August 25, both Student 
Council executive officers and 
class officers began a series of 
four town hall meetings, allow-
ing for officers to share ideas 
with their fellow classmates. The 
meetings are set up in “town 
hall” style, meaning that the 
StuCo officers present their ideas 
while also allowing time for the 
students they represent to raise 
concerns, give feedback and sug-
gest improvements to whatever 
StuCo is planning throughout 
the year.

According to StuCo execu-
tive president and senior Emily 
Wheeler, the concept of a town 
hall came from StuCo moderator 
Brian Schenk, who wanted a way 
for officers and the student body 
to interact. 
Wheeler and 
the other 
executives 
immedi-
ately took 
off with 
the idea 
and started 
planning 
out the meetings for this year.

Wheeler said the meetings’ 
purpose is to inform all students, 
especially freshman, of events 
that occur annually, including 

Homecoming activities, Catholic 
Charities Canned Food Drive, 
Penny Drive and Spring Olym-
pics. She wants everyone to know 
the procedure for all the events 
so they can be involved.

“During the seniors’ fresh-
man year we cheered when we 
received negative money at the 
Penny Drive because we didn’t 
know what it meant,” Wheeler 
said. “StuCo wants to make sure 
everyone knows how things work 

at Aquinas.”
Senior class officer Brittany 

Husong agrees.
“We felt nobody understood 

what was going on,” Husong 
said. “Half of our class won’t 

ever get 
involved 
because 
they 
don’t 
know 
what is 
happen-
ing.”

At 
the very core of the town hall 
meetings’ purpose is to receive 
student input, since they are the 
majority, not StuCo. At the first 
meeting, officers presented ideas 

and themes for Homecoming 
festivities as well as ideas for class 
fundraising.  Perhaps the most 
surprising change discussed at 
the first meeting was the removal 
of Homecoming floats. Floats 
were taken away after moderators 
felt too much time and money 
was being spent on them

“Last year we spent about 
1,000 dollars on the float,” 
Husong said. “It became way too 
much work for just one day of 

display.”
Wheeler 

said she received 
a lot of positive 
feedback from 
her specific group 
of seniors.

 “At 
first they were 
complaining 
about taking away 
seminar time, but 
once they realized 
they actually had 
input on what was 
happening, they 

gave great responses,” Wheeler 
said.

 Husong agreed that 
overall the meeting was effective.

 “It definitely helped 
people get more involved,” Hu-
song said.

StuCo is already preparing 
for the next meeting which is 
scheduled for November 9. They 
plan to discuss the success of 
homecoming, canned food drive 
and announce ideas for upcoming 
class events. 

Wheeler already knows what 
needs to be adjusted for the next 
Town Hall meeting.

“We need to be more pre-
pared for student responses as 
well as ask more questions for 
input,” Wheeler said. g
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I.C.A.N. is back

The club International 
Children’s Awareness Net-
work, or I.C.A.N., is back with 
new leaders and fresh ideas. 

I.C.A.N. works to raise 
money for Touching Tiny Lives 
orphanage in Lesotho, South 
Africa.  Touching Tiny Lives 
Foundation is a non-profit 
organization, dedicated to sup-
porting families that are strug-
gling 
to 
cope 
with 
the ef-
fects 
of 
HIV 
or 
AIDS.  
Touching Tiny Lives volunteers 
work to provide care to severely 
malnourished or orphaned 
babies.  The money I.C.A.N. 
raises goes to this foundation 
to make sure the children and 
their families are getting the 
care they need.

I.C.A.N. has been at Saint 
Thomas Aquinas since the fall 
of 2005, but was not active last 
year.  I.C.A.N. moderator Matt 
Hallauer says this was due to 
a lack of interest because of 
similar clubs.

“StuCo and Key Club got 
better at getting more demand-
ing activities.” Hallauer said.  
“Also, usually juniors would 
step up every year, but no one 
was ready to step up last year,” 

Three students were ready 
to step up this year.  The club 
is now led by senior Carly Van 

Blaricum, junior Maddie Weis-
send and sophomore Grace 
Weissend.  

“We want to bring more 
people to I.C.A.N. by making 
meetings on days when there 
are no other clubs meeting.  We 
are going to work on having 
more posters and video an-
nouncements. Also by adver-
tising to freshmen,” Maddie 
Weissend said.

Some of the activities 
I.C.A.N. will host are the 1000 
Mile Relay and possibly a mixer 
later in the year.  The 1000 Mile 
Relay has been popular with 
students in past years and the 
members of I.C.A.N. are eager 
to get it started again.

“For the 
1000 Mile Relay, 
you are on a 
team and you 
take turns walk-
ing or running a 
certain amount 
of miles and 
everyone does it 
until you reach 

1000 miles.  The money raised 
goes to the Touching Tiny 
Lives orphanage,” Van Blaricum 
said.

Every month, in a typical 
I.C.A.N. meeting, members 
will meet in room 212 to talk 
about getting sponsors for their 
events and discuss ideas on how 
to raise more money.

“Money is key.  We don’t 
need to raise awareness, we 
need to raise money.  That is 
what those kids really need.  
Every little bit counts,” Hal-
lauer said.

Anyone is welcome to join 
I.C.A.N., and membership is 
free.  

“I’m really excited for this 
year.  I hope it does really well 
and that we can raise a lot of 
money,”  Maddie Weissend 
said. g 

ALEXIS LEIKER
Managing/News Editor

After a year’s absence, the 
club I.C.A.N. is being started 
again.

“I’m really excited for this 
year. I hope it does really 
well.”

- Maddie Weissend
Junior

Town hall meetings         
encourage student input

CARA OLDENHUIS
Editor-in-Chief

New “town hall” style meet-
ings allow students to ask 
questions and voice opinions.

Town Hall Dates

November 9, 2011

January 11, 2012

March 7, 2012

“We need to be more prepared 
for student responses as well as 
ask more questions for input.”

- Emily Wheeler
Senior
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Ms. Hund marries, now Mrs. Radiel

MADISON PETRACEK
Entertainment Editor

Teacher Cathryn Hund mar-
ried Chris Radiel June 11 at 
Nativity Church. 

 Math department chair-
woman Cathryn  Radiel began 
her love story with Chris Radiel 
six years ago, and a new chapter 
is now being written following 
their marriage this summer.  
 Walking down the aisle, 
Saint Thomas Aquinas math 
teacher, Cathryn Hund had, 
surprisingly, no butterflies in her 
stomach. All of her family and 
close friends were there to cher-
ish the happy and sacred moment 
joining her with her soul mate. 
After the rosary, mass, and mar-
riage ceremony, Hund became 
Mrs. Radiel. 
 A Prince of Peace Parish 
Progressive Dinner brought the 
couple together for the first time. 
It was not love at first sight, but 
he did get brownie points for 
standing up for Catholic educa-
tion.

 “Chris impressed 
me when after someone else 
made negative comments about 
Catholic education. He spoke up 
in strong defense. He included 
the fact that he sends his kids to 
Catholic schools and that it was 
worth every penny,” Cathryn 
said.  
 After they met, Chris 
decided to “accidently” run into 
her at Prince of Peace Mass. To 
do this he decided to attend every 
mass that weekend. Turns out, 

     Courtesy of Cathryn Radiel

Cathryn and Chris Radiel smile after being married. Behind: Tom Tank, Arch-
bishop Joseph Naumann, Father Francis Hund and Father Tom Kearns.

Cathryn went to Good Shepherd 
with her brother that weekend so 
Chris never found her at Mass. 
 The Radiels were initial-
ly friends, and then dated for six 
years. The thought of marriage 
never crossed her mind because 
she had been single for so long 
and was happy with her life. Her 
days as an unattached woman 
were numbered though, once 
Chris asked for her hand in mar-
riage and she happily accepted. 
 Cathryn is in charge of 

Teens for Life at Aquinas. She is 
passionate about being the voice 
for the unborn babies who can-
not speak for themselves, so the 
wedding guests were invited to 
a Pro-Life rosary preceding the 
June 11 ceremony.  
 Family was there to sup-
port the couple, but not just as 
guests. 
 “My brother, Father 
Francis, performed the ceremony 
and gave a special ‘brotherly’ 
homily,” Cathryn said. 
 Father Andrew and 
most of the Aquinas math de-
partment were also in attendance, 
and Archbishop Joseph Nau-
mann gave the Nuptial Blessing. 
This special blessing is a series of 
three prayers: requesting God’s 
help for the couple, detailing 
their ideal Christian life together, 
and blessing them with holy 
water.“My favorite memory was 
seeing Cathryn in her wedding 
dress,” Chris said. “My mom was 
so happy.” 
 Since the wedding, the 
Radiels  have had to adapt to liv-
ing together and married life.
 “Chris and I pray a lot, 
talk a lot and laugh a lot. I am 
very blessed,” Cathryn said. g     

Meet 
Mayfield

MEGAN LUCAS
Features Editor

Joanne Mayfield from Holy 
Trinity is now a theology 
teacher at Aquinas. 

 Among the many new 
students Saint Thomas Aquinas 
has gained this year, the school 
has also gained a new teacher, 
Joanne Mayfield. Mother of 
three Aquinas graduates and 
the former assistant principal of 
Holy Trinity, this new theology 
teacher is excited to be here. 
 Mayfield has previously 
held the positions as a junior 
high math teacher and a physical 
education teacher while she was 
working on her master’s degree. 
She studied at Benedictine Col-
lege and  majored in elementary 
education with an emphasis on 
math. 
 “I do have some 
students from Holy Trinity. I 
am very excited to see them,” 
Mayfield said. 
 The students are also 
very excited to see Mayfield 
again. 
 “I haven’t seen her 
much,” junior Kevin Whiteside 
said, a graduate from Holy Trin-
ity. “She is really nice and I am 
glad she is here.”
 Mayfield’s classes 
include four freshman theology 
classes this semester and four 
sophomore theology classes next 
semester. 
“She is a good teacher,” freshman 
Ciara O’Reilly, a student in May-
field’s fourth hour class said. 
Mayfield is very much looking 
forward to the rest of the year. 
“I feel very blessed to be a part of 
Aquinas,” Mayfield said. g

Junior participates in trip of a lifetime

ELIZABETH  ROMME
Reporter

Junior Abby Kern traveled 
to Hungary and Serbia for 
leadership program. 

 While Saint Thomas Aquinas 
students were enjoying their last 
days of summer bliss, junior 
Abby Kern was on a 2 week 
youth leadership trip in Hun-
gary and Serbia.
 Kern heard about the 
program through a friend and 
decided it was something she was 
interested in. Sixteen American 

  Curtosey of Abby Kern
The group poses in Budapest, Hungary in 
front of the Parlament. 

teenagers along with 4 adult lead-
ers were chosen to participate. 
 Two weeks prior to the 
American students leaving, 48 

youth and adult leaders from 
central Europe came to America. 
They were split into groups of 
sixteen and visited the three 
states mentioned earlier. 
  The project is spon-
sored by the U.S. Department 
of States Bureau for Educational 
and Cultural Affairs and imple-
mented by Meridian Inter-
national Center, a non-profit 

institution based in Washing-
ton, D.C.  
 While in the Euro-
pean countries, the American 

students took part in various 
activities. They got to visit 
the Parliament to see how the 

governments work. At the end 
of the trip, there was an alumni 
seminar where Americans came 
to speak to the students on how 
to incorporate leadership skills 
into their lives. 

 Like many foreign ex-
change programs, the American 
teens stayed with host families 
while in Europe.   
 “The relationship we 
built with the Europeans that 
were involved with the program 
is really great,” Kern said. “It 
was hard to leave them because 
there isn’t an easy way to connect 
overseas.” g
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Aida: Aquinas’ Next Success

Mike Estes
Reporter

The school musical, Aida, is 
predicted to be suspenseful, 
and filled with Elton John 
music that makes you want 
to dance.

 Every year Aquinas 
performs both a musical and 
a play that are different and 
exciting in their own ways. 
Auditions have ended and the 
cast members have been selected 
for the musical. The music, 
written by Elton John, appeared 
on Broadway in 2000 and was 
the 34th longest running musical. 
Aida has been performed in 20 

different countries and been on 
two national tours. Perhaps the 
person most excited for Aida is 
junior Catherine Kluempers, who 
plays a leading role, Amneris.

 “It is super intense and 
exciting,” Kluempers said. “There 
are twists and turns, the songs 
are modern, there are fun dances, 
and the costumes are exciting.”

Taylor Swift’s “Speak 
Now” tour “enchants” 
crowds

 Swift’s “Speak Now” 
tour, featuring music from her 
new album, was more like a 
whimsical theater production 
than an average concert. The 
elaborate 
production 
that 
included 
dancers, 
fireworks, 
sparkly 
props, as 
well as 
a stage 
complete 
with red 
velvet 
curtains and gold ropes kicked 
off the North American leg of 
the tour in Omaha, Nebraska on 
May 28.

 Opening in front of 
17,000 screaming fans, Swift 
began the concert emerging 
from the ground, dressed in her 
usual sparkly dress to belt out 
her single, “Sparks Fly”. The 
crowd went wild for not only the 
theatricality of the first song, but 
also Taylor’s singing. And they 
sure had reason to. After past 
criticisms of Swift’s ability to 
perform live, she showed Omaha 
exactly what kind of performer 
she is. Swift’s singing was far 
above her previous experiences 
which was perfect for the bubbly 
attitude of the concert. Swift 
truly stood out as one of music’s 
best stars.

Cara Oldenhuis
Editor- in -Chief

Taylor Swift, one of country 
music’s biggest performers, 
sure knows how to put on 
a concert. Well, make that 
more of a play.

Aida has won four Tony 
Awards and was nominated for 
nine National Broadway Theatre 
awards and follows a “love story” 
theme. An Egyptian captain and 

a Princess, whom he has 
taken as his slave, must 
endure the pain and agony 
of hiding their true feelings 
for each other. Or, they 
may choose to follow 
their feelings and pay the 
consequences. 

“It is going to be 
very deep,” junior Sarah 
Gabriel said. 

 Aida will premiere 
in the Aquinas theater on 
November 3. g

 Songs such as “ Mine”, 
“Our Song” and “ The Story of 
Us” provided the crowd with 
the high-energy numbers, while 
“Dear John”, “Last Kiss” and 
“Back to December” allowed 
the audience to tap into Swift’s 
own emotional personality. 
The show was full of intimate 
moments between Swift and the 
audience, especially when she 
moved from her front stage to 
the back of the arena and played 
her more mellow selections 
including “Fearless” performed 
on the ukulele. Calm rendition of 
“Fifteen” by joining Swift when 
she was sitting in the middle of 
the stage singing. Other than 
that, the backup singers and 
dancers, some of those moments, 
however, were ruined by Swift’s 

backup 
singers who 
often seemed 
unnecessary. 
The backup 
singers 
especially 
ruined a 
very private, 
complimented 
Swift very 
well.

 In perhaps the most 
dramatic number of the entire 
show, Swift provided a chilling 
performance of “Haunted”. 
Complete with bell ringing 
and dark fog, the performance 
had a completely different feel 
from all the previous songs. The 
performance itself, however, 
allowed the audience to see the 
darker side of the perpetually 
bubbly Swift.  

 Overall, the “Speak 
Now” tour was near flawless. 
The enormous set, multiple 
costume changes, and well-
performed songs made for one 
of the summer’s best shows. For 
those seeing Taylor when she 
visits Kansas City Sept. 24 at 
Arrowhead Stadium, you are set 
for one enchanting night. g

“There are twist amd turns, 
the songs are modern , 
there are fun dances, and 
the costumes are exciting.”

- Catherine Kluempers
Amneris in Aida

Taylor Swift is 
coming to Kansas 
City on Sept. 24 

at Arrowhead Sta-
dium



Students and faculty at Saint 
Thomas Aquinas weigh the 

   positives and negatives of 
   students’ part-time jobs.

money more than the studying.”
Susannah McCord, a senior working 

at Winstead’s, is one of  the students that 
work 20 hours a week. Contrary to the 
study, she said her work does not affect 
her grades.

“I have enough 
time to get my 
homework done,” 
she said. “But I 
don’t always 
get enough 
sleep. When 
we aren’t 

busy I can work on my homework 
if  I need to.”

 The same 2011 study found 
that students who worked less than 
20 hours a week had similar school per-
formance to those who didn’t work at all. 

Senior Brad Trinkl, a Toys R Us em-
ployee, works about 10 hours a week and 
said that his flexible work schedule agrees 
with him.

“My schedule is actually pretty nice,” 
he said. “I generally 
work one week day and 
one weekend day.”

The mixture of  
good chemistry with 
fellow employees, Bruns 
explained, as well as the 
ability to learn real-world skills such as 
time management is the ideal job. Many 
students agreed: though job flexibility 
had a major impact on whether or not a 
student liked their job, their co-workers C
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Megan Lucas | The Shield

Junior Jessica Satterfield working with Cowboy the pony at Deanna Rose Children’s Farmstead after a ride.

Emily Seib | The Shield

Senior Jamie Lacy serving a frozen drink at Sonic.     

There seems to 
be an ongoing 
joke: “Good 
grades, social 
life and sleep. 
Pick two. 

Welcome to High School.” Now, 
it seems, many kids have taken 
it upon themselves to pick up a 
fourth option: a job.

Though previous studies 
about whether or not student jobs 
were successful in the 1980s were 
inconclusive, a study published in 

“I have enough time to get 
my homework done but I 
don’t always get enough 
sleep.”

- Susannah McCord
senior

Jan. 2011 suggests that students who 
worked over 20 hours, “high-intensi-
ty” employees, were found to be less 
likely to stay engaged while at school 
and have higher levels of  
substance abuse. 

College counselor 
Barb Bruns agreed that a 
more work-heavy life-
style is detrimental to 
success in the classroom.

“Work 10 hours, not 
30,” she said. “It be-
comes harmful when kids crave the 

“Work 10 hours, not 30. It 
becomes harmful when kids 
crave the money more than 
the studying.”

- Barb Bruns
College Counselor

seemed to make-or-break the deal.
“The people you’re with definitely af-

fects how much you like your job,” Jamie 
Lacy, a senior, said. “I’ve met a lot of  
really fun and crazy people. Occasionally 
you’ll have to wait on a mean customer 
but you remind yourself  it was just one 
person.”

For Lacy and her co-workers, the oc-
casional practical 
joke eases the 
strain of  having 
a job and keeps 
people on their 
toes.

Out of  the 
109 students 

polled, 44 percent had a job. Out of  
the 44 percent of  students with jobs, 25 
students described themselves as “well-
satisfied” with their job. And even though 
a student may be merely apathetic towards 
their job, 81 percent of  students with jobs 
voted that, overall, their job is beneficial 

to them.
Though Junior and 

Green Apple employee 
Natalie Kutney originally 
thought very little of  her job, 
she was one of  the 25 stu-
dents who described them-
selves as “well-satisfied”. 

 “I actually ended up liking it a lot,” 
she said. “You meet a bunch of  interest-
ing people.”

Lacy agreed.

School

Jobs

“The people you’re with 
definitely affects how much 
you like your job.”

- Jamie Lacy
senior

“I’ve learned a lot of  people skills. Plus, it’s a 
lot of  fun,” she said.

The struggle is when students have to strike 
a balance between their student and professional 
lives. The benefits such as adult references and 
work experience can be great but not at the price 
of  the student.

“To successfully have a job, you should be 
able to network among adults but have student 
priorities,” Bruns said. g

Student Jobs
bytheNUMB3RS+
109 students

44%

52%

 

were polled for this article.

  of the students 
polled have jobs.

  of students with jobs 
would consider themselves 
“well-satisfied”.

2 students
polled with jobs “hate” their job.

21 students
polled with jobs “don’t mind” their job.

81%  of students with jobs 
would consider their job 
beneficial to them overall.

Data collected by CAROLE TRICKEY|Centerspread Editor

8 students     with jobs 
consider their job not beneficial to them 
overall.
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Grade: Junior
Where did you come from: 
Sweden
Why did you choose to come 
to America: I wanted to do 
something different. I wanted 
to get to know a new culture 
and new language. I have been 
studying English for nine years.
Favorite class: Advanced P.E. 
with Coach Parks
Favorite lunch item: 
Cheeseburger
How is the food different: 
There are a lot more steaks and 
burgers.
How did you get picked to 
come over: I had to fill out an 
application with an essay.
What was your first thought 
when you entered the United 
States: Everything is bigger
How is the school setting 
different: Similar: In a year we 
have 17 different classes. They 
are assigned; we don’t pick 
them. It isn’t very similar.
What do you miss the most: My 
friends.
What do you like the most: 
Everyone is nice. Everyone 
understands especially since it’s 
hard to listen to lectures.
Where else have you traveled: 
America seven times, Spain, 
Thailand, a ton of European 
countries.

Grade: Junior
Where did you come from: Italy 
Why did you choose to come to 
America: I love the United States
Favorite class: College Biology 
with Mr. Hammons
Favorite lunch item: Cookies
How is the food different: I 
prefer Italian. There is pizza and 
a ton of pasta.
How did you get picked to come 
over: My host family chose me.
What was your first thought 
when you entered the United 
States: I miss my family and a 
brand new school.
How is the school setting 
different: Similar:  We stay all 
morning in one class then have 
lunch at home and come back 
for more school. No lockers or 
uniforms. It’s not the same. 
What do you miss the most: My 
family.
What do you like the most: The 
school, football games, and my 
host family.
Where else have you traveled: 
Spain, Greece, Turkey, Rome, 
Florence, Austria, France, 
Ireland, and the United 
Kingdom. G

Grade: Sophomore
Where did you come from: 
Australia
Why did you choose to come to 
America: To experience America
Favorite class: Composition 1 
with Miss D and Intro to Theater 
with Mrs. Harrison
Favorite lunch item: Cookies
How is the food different: More 
fried, sugar, and calories
How did you get picked to come 
over: Interview with people to 
make sure you’re appropriate
What was your first thought 
when you entered the United 
States: Everyone spoke weird and 
fast
How is the school setting 
different: Similar: One big 
building. The uniform
What do you miss the most:  My 
cat and friends
What do you like the most:  That 
everyone thinks my accent is 
cool
Where else have you traveled: 
Europe and Asia 

Idols shine at 
Sprint Center

MEGAN LUCAS
Features Editor

 On August 2, the eleven 
idols performed in Kansas 
City, Missouri.EMILY SEIB

Last Look Editor

 I will  be honest: I am 
not an American Idol junkie. I 
had my phase where I was glued 
to the television during the 
Carrie Underwood season but 
I did not watch a single episode 
this season. Nevertheless, I had a 
good time at the American Idol 

Live concert. 
 The show began with 
a cover of the pop-rock anthem 
“Born This Way”. Though it was 
originally performed by Lady 
Gaga, the idols Naima Adedapo, 
Haley Reinhart, Thia Megia and 
runner up, Lauren Alaina did 
a fantastic cover.  They, along 
with a few boys, continued to 
cover a variety of songs, some as 
solos, some as duets and some as 
groups.  “Grenade”, “Who Says”, 
“Firework” and “Forget You” 
were all covered in the first half 
of the show.
 After the intermission, 
Alaina’s solo time began. 
The audience went crazy as 
she owned the stage. Alaina 
performed her hit single “Like 
My Mother Does” and followed 

up with the power ballad “If 
I Die Young”. She poured 
every drop of emotion into her 
songs and the cover of “If I Die 
Young” was definitely her best 
song. After Alaina left the stage, 
Idols James Durbin and Jacob 
Lusk took over. Then finally, 
the winner of season ten, Scotty 
McCreery took the stage. 
 The audience hung 
onto every word of McCreery’s 
performance as he covered “Your 
Man”, “Are You Going to Kiss 
Me or Not” and his own song, 
“I Love You This Big”. The 
excitement only intensified as 

Alaina returned 
to sing a duet 
with McCreery, 
“When You Say 
Nothing at All”. 
 The show went 
out with a bang 
with the mash 
up of Journey, 
Aerosmith and 
Whitesnake 
songs, all covered 
by the group.
Overall, the 

show was a great way to spend 
a summer evening. I think I will 
begin watching American Idol 
again, to keep up with all of the 
incredible performers. G

“The audience hung onto 
every word of McCreery’s 
performance as he covered 
“Your Man”, “Are You Going 
to Kiss Me or Not” and his 
own song, “I Love You This 
Big”.”

- Megan Lucas 

American 
Idol Season 
11 begins

January 22, 2012

Hugo Larson

Paola IaconoAshleigh  
Woodman

Meet the Exchange Students

Photo courtesy of Ashleigh Woodman
Sophomore Ashleigh Woodman (second to last on right) with her three sisters and Dad at his 50th 
birthday party.

Saint Thomas Aquinas is 
host to three different 
exchange students this year.
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Students debate the idea of A-days

As a freshman coming from 
a school that only had “A-days”, 
that is, eight classes a day with 
each lasting about 45 minutes, I 
was used to feeling rushed and 
doing all my homework in one 
night. Since I’ve attended Saint 
Thomas Aquinas, I’ve always been 
appreciative of how the schedule 
flows—A-days and all.

Aquinas’ school week is like 
any other, generally five days a 
week, Monday through Friday. 
The difference is how well we use 
it. The best way to use this time 
is how we use it now—with a 
mixture of A-days and block days. 
The A-days stand in for Mondays 
and then, as needed, the following 
four days of the week only consist 

of four classes a day. 
Following efficiency, students’ 

focus and ability to learn is highly 
important as well. A-days, with 45 
minutes per class, allow advantag-
es for certain subjects such as math 
and foreign language. Though 
other subjects such as English and 
social studies do not receive such 
advantages on A-days, they aren’t 

harmed by them either. 
A-days are contrasted by 

block days, with 90 minutes. 
Four classes per day allow stu-
dents to focus on what’s in front 

of them rather than always feeling 
rushed or the need to catch up. Not 
only that, but it allows students 
two nights to do their homework 
instead of one. Though sometimes 
teachers assign more because they 
know that students have two days 
to complete it, it’s beneficial and 
encouraging to those who use their 
time wisely.

The status quo works well. 
The contrast of schedules allows 
variety and balance as the admin-
istration sees needed. Aquinas’ 
schedule is another unique and 
interesting trait that students will 
not find at many other schools and 
should be applauded. g

“A” Days are absolutely 
worthless and need to go.

On most Mondays, students 
at Saint Thomas Aquinas are sub-
jected to shortened class periods 
that are barely long enough to get 
anything substantial done. The 
classes are bad for learning, teach-
ing and overall performance. Span-
ish teacher Kaye Thompson said 
that she does not like “A” days and 
would actually prefer to teach full 
block periods, as opposed to the 
shortened 45 minute periods.

This policy is especially ri-
diculous considering that there is a 
better solution. St. James Academy 
has two schedule days, an “A” day 
and a “B” Day. They alternate each 

week with one week being three 
“A” days and two “B” days. The 
next week there will be three “B” 
days and two “A” days. The St. 
James schedule allows for more 
class time, and less rushing to class 
during a six minute passing period.

There are many benefits to 
switching to a schedule similar to 
St. James’. For one, the number of 
tardies to classes would go down 
because there would be ten minute 
passing periods every day, instead 
of six minute passing periods. 
Kaye Thompson said she hands 
out more tardies on “A” schedule 
days than block schedule days by a 
long shot.

Also, students would not have 
to lug a heavy backpack home with 
books from every class. If Aquinas 
switches to something like the St. 
James schedule, students would 
only have to take home books 
from the classes they had that day. 
It’s less strain on the student, and a 
better schedule then what Aquinas 
has now. g

Carole Trickey
Centerspread Editor

For against

Ben Gartland
Reporter

Middle 
East unrest 
update

Libya: the rebels have taken 
control of most of Libya includ-
ing the capitol of Tripoli, and 
are trying to capture the Gadhafi 
stronghold of Bani Walid. Surren-
der was requested and ignored by 
the Gadhafi supporters on Friday. 
Bani Walid is one of three towns 
that still remain loyal to Gadhafi. 
The other two towns are Sirte and 
and Sabha.

Syria: More than 2,200 people 
have died in Syria since March 
as a result of the government 
crackdown on non-violent protests. 
The United States has condemned 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s 
actions against his citizens and 
have told him to stop the military 
action against the people. g

Jacob Dotterweich
Sports Editor

Cookie price increase should bring size increase

Cara Oldenhuis
Editor-in-chief

Rising cookie prices surprise 
students in the lunch room 
this year.

On the first day of school, stu-
dents are looking forward to having 
his or her first cookie of the school 
year. Cafeteria cookies have become 
famous with Aquinas students, 
known for their warm chocolate 
centers and overall deliciousness. 
As students go to buy their cookies 

this year, however, they are told 
that the price has gone up 25 cents. 
Surprised over the spike in a cookie 
price, the student forked over the 
extra quarter, unhappy about the 
price of the wonderful cookie he or 
she was so eager to eat.

Most Aquinas students were 
surprised to see the spike in cookie 
prices in the cafeteria this year. Al-
though a 25 cent increase may not 
seem like a lot for a little cookie, 
the price may cause more damage 
than some may think.

According to Marilyn Tinker, 
business manager for Treat America 
at Aquinas, the cookie price jump 
was due to rising food costs. Tinker 

said that cookie prices were in-
creased instead of raising the prices 
of other items, such as french fries 
or hamburgers.

“We tried not to make it too 
difficult on the students,” Tinker 
said. “But we had to raise prices.”

Tinker did point out a positive 
for Treat America, signifying that 
cookie prices had not been raised in 
two years. She said that most stu-
dents understood after they realized 
that prices constantly changed.

The $1.25 price now forces 
students to scour for an extra quar-
ter in their backpacks, lockers or 
cars. For those who pay for lunches 
with cash, the flat rate was much 

easier. With the price increase, 
however, students do not have the 
luxury of bringing only one dollar 
bill to school for that warm cookie. 

Granted, those who have lunch 
cards would say that they don’t 
mind the price increase because 
they don’t have to bring cash all 
the time. However, when a student 
buys a cookie with every lunch they 
purchase, as many Aquinas students 
do, the price adds up. 

Of course increase in prices, 
whether it is for cookies or gaso-
line, occurs. That is the way our 
economy works; prices increase as 
the demand does.  Most students un-
derstand that it may cost more now 

to produce cookies; however what 
they do not understand is why the 
size and quality of the product has 
decreased while the price goes up. 
If the price is increased by a quarter, 
then the size should be increased by 
the small amount.

Treat America, the students of 
Aquinas obviously appreciate your 
cookies. There is no question that 
cookie sales won’t drop off anytime 
soon, even with the price boost. 
However, if students are forced to 
pay an extra quarter, they deserve 
to enjoy a few more bites of your 
delicious cookies. g
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Teacher, student remember terrorist attacks
 

 
 
  
 
 
   
 

 
 Ten years ago, most of us were 
sitting in our grade school classrooms, 
watching a day progress normally as ever. 
But, as some of us found out and some of 
us didn’t, there were events progressing 
hundreds of miles away that would change 
America forever. These events were the 
September 11, 2001 attacks on the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon in New 
York City and Virginia.

 Now, we are all old enough to 
understand what happened and why it 
happened, and no teacher at Aquinas 
understands better than Guided Studies 
teacher Charlie Lamont.

 Lamont was working as a special 
education math teacher when he heard 
about the attacks.
 “Another teacher came in and 
asked if I had my TV on,” Lamont said. “I 
turned it on and saw both towers on fire. I 
didn’t know what had happened.”
 Lamont is a former New Yorker, 
and the tragedy hit him on a personal 
level. He lost four friends, who were all 
firefighters, in the collapse of the towers. 
 “They were the heroes.” he said. 
 Lamont said that New York was 
hit the hardest, both physically and emo-
tionally, from the attacks.

 “If you had a connection to New 
York City, then it has a more personal 
feel to it.” He said, “It’s a deeply personal 
tragedy.” 
 Yet, he said that even in the 
midst of tragedy and hurt, America, and 
more specifically New York, became 
stronger. 
 “New York City showed the 
world that a large diverse city could pull 
itself together and emerge from tragedy,” 
he said. 
 Phyllis Mills, another New York-
er, has an equally personal connection to 
9/11. She and her husband’s wedding an-
niversary is on September 11, and they had 
dinner reservations for Windows on the 
World, the restaurant on top of the World 
Trade Center the day of the attacks.
 “It was a huge deal to eat at this 
restaurant, and it was very upscale. The 
thought that you could have been there, 
was stunning,” Mills said.
 Some people are worried that 
the new 1 World Trade Center that is 
currently under construction will prove 
to be another target for terrorists. Mills 
disagrees, and said that terrorists can and 
would find another way to attack if they 
were to again that is not the World Trade 
Center.
 “We have realized we are vulner-
able, and we have added extreme security 
measures in airports. We have not done 
enough to secure other means of transpor-
tation like subways and trains. We know 
they’ll come, and we’re not being proac-
tive enough,” Mills said.
 Even though the men responsible 
for the attacks were Muslim, Mills doesn’t 

hold a grudge toward them.
 “We can hold a grudge, but we 
can never forget what happened either. 
No one will. I was never personally mad 
at Muslim people, because it was not the 
Muslim religions fault” Mills said.
   The tragedy hit everyone, but 
for some children, including many of us 
here at Aquinas, we had no idea what was 
going on. So imagine you're a young child 
who still doesn't know what's happening, 
but you were in New York City, and you 
have a parent that worked in Manhattan.  
That's how junior Lauren Holley felt.
 "I thought my mother was going 
to die," Holley said.  "At the time, my 
mother worked near the Empire State 
building, which is near the World Trade 
Center."
 Holley was a first grader, living in 
New York City at the time of the attacks. 
While she says she was too young to fully 
understand at the time, there are some 
moments she remembers vividly.
 "My most vivid memory from 
September 11 was crying hysterically at 
school during the attacks and when I saw 
my mother after the attacks," she said. "I 
was scared to death."
 Now, ten years later, many of us 
can barely remember the events on that 
day. Sure we see the video clips and the 
pictures and are impacted by it, but to be 
impacted by remembering the actual days 
is a different thing entirely. 
 "Ten years later, the September 
11th attacks still impact me," Holley said. 
"Whenever I think about the attacks, I go 
back to the feeling that I will never see 
my mom again, I become sad, and then I 

worry about the safety of my country."
 A child's perspective, even one 
from New York City, is still a bit blurry. 
However, an adult's perspective, especially 
one who is a former New Yorker, is very 
clear.
 Aquinas head basketball coach 
Sean Reilly was an associate principal at 
Mill Valley High School on September 
11th. His experience was one of many 
emotions, all changing in a matter of min-
utes.
 "At first I thought it was an 
accident," he said. "I had been up in the 
towers with my cousin before and had 
seen small aircraft flying below the tower. 
I just thought that one of them had just 
unfortunately crashed."
 However when the second plane 
hit the South tower, Reilly, and the rest of 
America, knew that it was no accident.
 Even though Reilly vividly re-
membered the day and the impact it had, 
he still says that the high school students 
at Mill Valley were impacted more.
 "It was their first shock," he said. 
"The teachers had lived through some 
tragic events, but for the students, it was a 
new experience for them."
 For the young students, it was 
their first shock and may have impacted 
them more. However, it still impacted 
people of all ages, even the people whose 
memories stretched back to the day Pearl 
Harbor was attacked. g
 

JACOB DOTTERWEICH,
BEN GARTLAND

Sports Editor, Reporter

 10 years after the Sept. 11,2011 
attacks, those impacted reflect on 
the day that changed their lives.
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Best honored as national coach of the year

Saint Thomas Aquinas’ 
Girls' golf team left a huge mark 
on the state record books last 
year with a score of 303 to win 
state. The record led to Coach 
Ryan Best's award as National 
Coach of the Year for girls' golf.

According to the National 
High School Coaches Associa-
tion’s communications liaison 
Rob Sherrill, the organization 
that gives out the award, the 
award is given out to a coach 
who has success and longevity in 
the sport as well as someone who 
gives back to the sport.

“Coach Best stood out for 
his record of success as the coach 
of both the boys and girls teams 
at the school, his overall coaching 
experience and his history of giv-
ing back on behalf of the schools 
through his campus ministry 
work. The people we recognize 
as Coach of the Year are well-
rounded people, and Coach Best 
certainly fits that description,” 
Sherill said

Best does not think the 

award will influence eighth grade 
golfers' decision to come to Saint 
Thomas Aquinas to play golf. 
The biggest factor, according to 
Best, is the other members of the 
team and the team's chemistry. 
The main reason that the award 
is not a factor is that outside the 
Aquinas community not many 
people know about the award; 
therefore, not many eighth grade 
golfers will know about it either.

“He is calm and relaxed. He 
hardly ever gets mad at us. He 
makes everything fun,” senior 
and varsity golf member Kelsey 
Castinado said about Best's 

coaching style.
Castinado went on to say 

that Best gets intense, but he 
does it in a way that is hard to 
tell. He keeps the atmosphere 
fun. He also gets to know you on 
a personal level.

Courtney Weber, a 2004 
graduate from Aquinas and one 
of Best's former golfers, agreed 
with Castinado. Weber said he is 
a very laid back coaching style. 
He is someone the girls can come 
talk to with problems outside of 
golf.

“He was an absolute blast to 
be around,” Weber said. g

Emily Seib
Last Look Editor

Success of the girls golf team 
leads coach to win award for  
national coach of the year

Photo courtesy of Lynn Kruse

The girls golf team after they won state last fall. From left to right: junior Jordan 
Chael, senior Kelsey Castinado, graduate Ali Kruse, coach Ryan Best, gradu-
ate Isabella Baldacci, graduate Jillian Montalvo, and junior Baile Winslow.

Saints Scoreboard
Football

Sept. 2 at home
Saints 21, Great Bend 14

Rushing: Heit 9-50
Passing: Heit 16-25-1-218
Receiving: Williams 7-49, Hen-
ning 6-132
Tackles: Cosentino 6-5, Baska 
6-3, Horn 6-3, Martinez 6-3
Interceptions: Moran (2)

Sept. 8 at BV Northwest
Saints 31, BV West 24

Rushing: Martinez 15-50
Passing: Heit 16-33-3-171
Receiving: Henning 8-73
Tackles: Horn 4-7, Cosentino 
4-5
Interceptions: Baska, Nachbar, 
Moran

Boys Soccer
Aug. 26 at home

Saints 1, Saint James 0
Lickteig (Parks throw) 7:05

Aug. 29 at LS North
LSN 2, Saints 1

Lickteig (Brown) 5:02

Aug. 31 at LS West
Saints 2, LSW 1
Brown, 1st half

Brown (Crooks), 2nd half

Sept. 1 at Lee’s Summit
Lee’s Summit 1, Saints 0

Sept. 6 at home
Saints 3, Bishop Miege 0
Lickteig (Heying) 12:05

Crooks (Hagenkord) 31:24
Geist (Lickteig) 8:09

Cross Country
Sept. 3 Greg Wilson Classic

Girls Varsity: 2nd / 10 teams
5 - Cofer, 9 Reazin, 10 Hopfin-
ger, 13 Angles, 17 Romme, 28 
Loughman, 38 Metzger

Boys Varsity: 4th / 11 teams
13 Hornung, 16 Coffin, 25 Gil-
man, 26 Boyles, 32 Aiken, 35 
Kellerman, 45 Luther, 46 Clark, 
47 Dare

Sept. 10 Emporia Inv.
Girls Varsity: 1st / 13 teams

2 Reazin, 5 Cofer, 7 Romme, 
9 Angles, 11 Hopfinger, 20 
Loughman, 22 Drilling

Boys Varsity: 2nd / 12 teams
9 Hornung, 17 Boyles, 25 Cof-
fin, 27 Aiken, 29 Kellerman, 31 
Luther, 53 Dare

Volleyball
Aug. 27 at St. James

Saints 1 def. Blue Springs

Aug. 30 at home
Saints def. Hayden

St. Teresa’s def. Saints

Sept. 8 at Washburn Rural
Saints 3, Washburn Rural 1
21-25, 25-21, 30-28, 26-24

Girls Golf
Aug. 29 SM East Cup

2nd place 

Aug. 31 BV North Inv.
2nd place
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Carole Trickey | The Shield

Senior Scott Davis talks to his small group on Freshman Day. His small group was (front row from left to right) 
Taylor Limoges, Megan Cory, Megan Bentler, and Sarah Roach (seconrd row) Joey Hollembeak, Conor Finn, 
Karley Monaghan and (thrid row) Ben Trickey.

Taylor Ruisch| The Medallion

Senior Laura Beth Campbell announc-
es the freshmen as they arrive for their 
orientation on Aug. 16.

Taylor Ruisch| The Medallion

Seniors Clare Eagan and Katie Taylor escort frehman Charles Peter into orientation as 
upperclassmen cheer them on.

Carole Trickey | The Shield

Senior Megan Schilling lays with her small group from Freshman Day. Her group was 
(counterclockwise) senior Megan Schilling (in green), freshmen Haley Maxwell, Evan 
Kallsen, Chris Bollig, Emily Downey, Jessica Sevigny, Brianna 
Woicke, Michael Grasing, and Charles Peter.

Baile Winslow | The Medallion

Freshmen pause for a picture during the annual freshman picnic. Front row (left to right): 
Matthew Reynolds and Jennifer Lloyd. Second Row: Austin Lucas, Wesley Rise, Angela 
McVicar, Hope N’Diaye, Jack Dotterweich, and  Benjamin Walberg.

Baile Winslow | The 
Medallion

Freshmen pose after 
a game of volleyball 
during the 
freshman picnic. 
From left to right: 
Landon Johnson, 
Matthew Robertson, 
Nathan Burditt, 
Megan Tokic, Megan 
Bartolac, and Sarah 
Mayerle.

Taylor Ruisch |  The Medallion

Senior Emily Ewert escorts freshman Caleb Vogl into
freshman orientation.


	1 front page
	2 campus news
	3 campus news
	4 features
	05 entertainment
	06 07 centerspread
	8 entertainment
	9 opinions
	10 opinions
	11 sports
	12 last look photo spread

